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i. THE PROMISES
The preamble expressed itself in the following terms:
Assuredly the economic life of our country is about to have a new
orientation. Identified with the Continental system of production
and exchanges France will become once more, and to her advantage,
agricultural and peasant in the first place, and her industry must
recover its tradition of quality.
It will therefore be necessary to put an end to the present economic
disorder by a rational organization of production and by corporate
institutions.
The transformation of the vocational framework will naturally
lead the Government to set up a new social order which shall be just
and equitable. Employers and wage-earners have an equal right to
find in the work that brings them together the means of securing a
decent livelihood for themselves and their families.
Vocational organisation, brought into being under State control
in accordance with this principle of co-operation, will ensure a fairer
allocation of profit while eliminating on the one hand the dictatorship
of money and plutocracy, and on the other hand poverty and
unemployment.
2. THEIR FULFILMENT
The economic organization of the country will be very fully
dealt with presently (see Part II3 Section V). We shall confine
ourselves here merely to showing in what particulars it is contrary
to what had been promised.
Let us at once state that the Government has indeed made every
effort to secure the predominance of agriculture in the economic
system of France. Hence it cannot be found in contradiction to
its promises on this point. Whether those promises and their
fulfilment are in accordance with France's interests is a quite
different question which will be examined in due course (see
Part II, Section IV).
Where actual legislation deliberately violates pledges given is
with respect to the part of the State in the economic system, and the
form given to the organization of the trades and professions.
It is clear from the preamble that the State was to confine
itself to creating corporative institutions and supervising their
working. Thus the whole economic organization was to rest
upon the co-operation of employers and wage-earners within the
same groups.
Now this corporative organization has been brought into being
only for agriculture and for sea-fisheries, and furthermore the
State, through the method of appointing central bodies and by